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laws, lest foreigners should have the manufacturing of them; which reasoning holds stronger, upon many accounts, in this case, than in the two others.
Let it not be urged, that the loss arising from these follies is but a trifling object with relation to our trade in general.   This, for aught I know, might have been true some years ago: but such is the present unhappy state of our trade, that I doubt no object is now a trifling one, or below the attention of every individual. After six and twenty years' peace, we labour under every one of the taxes which subsisted at the conclusion of the last expensive war, without reckoning some new ones laid on since;  while other nations, gradually eased of that burthen,  under-work  and under-sell us in every foreign market.    The last valuable part of our trade, how has it been attacked for these many years I and how has it been protected I   It would be unreasonable to expect that the administration, ingrossed by much greater cares, should attend to so trifling a consideration as trade; nor can one wonder that it has entirely escaped the attention of Parliament, when one considers, that so many affairs of a much higher nature have, of late, so advantageously employed them.   But it therefore becomes more peculiarly the care of every individual; and if, from the reformation only of those follies here mentioned, five or six hundred thousand pounds a year may be saved to the nation, which I am convinced is the case, how incumbent is it upon every one to sacrifice a little private folly to so much public good I    It may at least be a reprieve to our trade and manufactures from that ruin which, at best, seems to be too near them; and possibly too the examples of some private people may,